Central Features:
• There is an all-powerful, benign God.
• We can come to be justified in belief in God through investigation of the world and exercise of reason.
• The Creation is sufficient evidence for God's existence and benign nature.
• Revelation, scripture, and religious traditions provide no basis for belief.
• ∴ 2.The reason why artifacts exhibit complexity and coordination of parts is that they are the products of intelligent design and are intended to serve certain purposes.
(1,IBE)
3.Naturally occurring beings (e.g., living things) as well as the world as a whole exhibit complexity and coordination of their parts, to a far greater degree than human-made artifacts.
(Prem)
∴ 4.The reason why naturally occurring beings as well as the whole world exhibit complexity and coordination of parts is that they are the products of intelligent design and are intended to serve certain purposes.
(3,IBE)
∴ 5.The world and all beings within it have an intelligent designer of far greater power and intelligence than human beings.
(4) ∴ 6.God, an infinitely powerful and intelligent being, exists.
Note: "IBE" stands for "Inference to the Best Explanation."
B. General Themes
• Opposed the authority of tradition Mechanism:
The operations of everything in the world are through mechanical cause and effect, and we can discover the principles of these operations through
